
Year 8 Homework Booklet 

Tectonics Unit 

Homework will be set fortnightly. You will have one week to complete it. When 

you have completed a task from the table, it will be stamped by your teacher. If 

you have all of the tasks stamped by the end of the unit, you will be entered 

into a prize-draw. 

Homework is to be completed in your exercise book and titled “homework” unless 

instructed otherwise.  

 

 

Create a poster about your 

given time period of Earth 

history. Include a map of 

the world at that time, 

what plants/animals were 

alive and any important 

events. 

  

Date due: 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1 is a map showing 

tectonic plates, 

earthquakes and volcanoes. 

1. Describe the distribution 

of earthquakes and 

volcanoes using places and 

directions. 

2. Explain the pattern you 

can see. 

Date due: 

Read the passage in Figure 

2 about the eruption of Mt 

Vesuvius. Answer the 

questions in full sentences 

OR copy the question out 

and then answer it. 

 

 

Date due: 

Research one example of an 

earthquake resistant 

building. Explain what 

features have been 

included and how they help 

to reduce earthquake 

damage. 

 

Date due: 

 

 

 

 

Create a leaflet for school 

children telling them how 

to act in an earthquake. 

Where should they go? 

What should they do? How 

can they prepare 

themselves? What items 

may they need? 

 

Date due: 

Write your homework here: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date due: 

Name: 

Form: 

Teacher: 

1 2 3 

4 5 6 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjW8ceOy_7UAhWFD8AKHdFQAtQQjRwIBw&url=https://www.123rf.com/stock-photo/eruption.html&psig=AFQjCNH7vQwzcfcBh2qBqzaanbVXjnK0XA&ust=1499771473851663


Figure 1 
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Figure 2 

Mount Vesuvius is an active volcano located just east of Naples, 

Italy. It is the only volcano on the continent of Europe to have 

erupted in the last one hundred years, though other volcanoes have 

erupted on islands in the Mediterranean Sea. In 1631, approximately 

three thousand people were killed by an eruption from Mount 

Vesuvius. Since 1631, the 4,200 foot high volcano has erupted at 

least twenty one times. Mount Vesuvius is considered particularly 

dangerous because today, nearly three million people live in the 

direct path of a potential future eruption.  

  

Mount Vesuvius is most famous for its landmark eruption in the year 

79 AD, which buried the cities of Pompeii and Herculaneum in layers 

of burning ash. Because there hadn’t been an eruption for 1,000 

years, the people of Pompeii had no idea their city was in the shadow 

of a dormant volcano. The pyroclastic flows from the eruption were 

travelling at around 450mph with temperatures reaching as high as 

1000°C. The eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 79 AD over the cities of 

Pompeii and Herculaneum spewed 1.5 million tons of lava per second and 

lasted for 24 hours. However, had the usual south-westerly winds been 

blowing, then the ash column would have been blown away from the city 

and Pompeii would have been spared. 

  

The only account of the eruption that survives is from Pliny the 

Younger. From his dramatic account, scientists believe the cloud of 

ash he witnessed that descended upon Pompeii was twenty miles 

high. The city of Pompeii was completely buried. It was rediscovered 

in 1748, more than 1600 years after the eruption. The people of 

Pompeii were found buried under 12 layers of soil. Many of the 

buildings were amazingly well-preserved, as were the bodies of those 

who were just going about their daily routines when the eruption 

occurred. The ruins at Pompeii have provided archaeologists with 

valuable information about how people in the Roman Empire lived. 

Today, Pompeii is one of the most visited sites in Italy. 

 



Questions 

1. Where is Mt Vesuvius located? 

2. Why is Mt Vesuvius considered a dangerous volcano? 

3. Why do you think Pompeii is a tourist attraction? 

4. Why is the 79AD eruption the most well-known? 

5. Why was Pompeii only discovered 1748? 

6. Why has Pompeii been particularly important to 

archaeologists? 

7. What factors made the 79AD eruption so devastating? 


