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Admissions Policy 
The Calder Learning Trust seeks to ensure that all its pupils receive a full-time education 
which maximises opportunities for each pupil to realise his/her true potential. 
The schools will strive to provide a welcoming, caring environment, whereby each member 
of the school community feels wanted and secure. 
School staff will work with pupils, their families and support agencies to ensure each pupil 
attends school regularly and punctually. 
The schools will establish effective systems of incentives and rewards that acknowledge the 
efforts of pupils to improve their attendance and timekeeping. The school will challenge the 
behaviour of those pupils and parents who give low priority to attendance and punctuality. 
The schools will establish effective and efficient systems of communication with pupils, 
parents and appropriate agencies to provide mutual information, advice and support. 
Standard Admissions (September) 
Admission to Calder High School and Calder Primary School are managed by Calderdale 
Council And the Behaviour and Attendance Consortium, (link to the website on this page). 
Note that there are now five preferences available to parents and carers. More details are 
available at: 
https://www.calderdale.gov.uk/v2/residents/education-and-
learning/schools/admissions/process 
 
 
Key Dates for school admissions 2018 
The Learning Trust has the following agreed admission numbers for the Trust for the year  
2018/2019 and, subject to any changes approved or required by the Secretary of State, for 
subsequent years. 
 

 
Primary 2018-19 
academic year 

Secondary 2018-19 
academic year 

Published Number to Admit 
(PAN) 

15 260 

Apply from 20th November 2017 19th June 2017 

Open evenings 29th November 2017 4th October 2017 

Grammar schools admission test n/a 30th September 2017 

Closing date 15th January 2018 31st October 2017 

National day offer 18th April 2018 1st March 2018 

Last day for re-allocations and 
appeal requests 

1st May 2018 15th March 2018 

Notification of re-allocation 
outcome 

15th May 2018 31st March 2018 

Appeal hearings June / July 2018 June 2018 

 
 
 

https://www.calderdale.gov.uk/v2/residents/education-and-learning/schools/admissions/process
https://www.calderdale.gov.uk/v2/residents/education-and-learning/schools/admissions/process


Admission number for primary provision (age 4)  
The Calder Learning Trust has an agreed admission number of 15 places in Reception. The 
Calder Learning Trust will normally admit pupils to primary education at a single point at the 
beginning of the school year in which they reach the age of 5.  
Accordingly, the Trust will admit a maximum of 15 Children each year in the relevant age 
group if sufficient applications are received. Parents have the right to defer their child’s start 
date (known as deferred entry) until later in the school year, but not beyond the beginning 
of the term after they turn 5 and not beyond the beginning of the final term of the school 
year in April. Parents who are planning to defer their child’s start date must still apply at the 
usual time for primary places and should also speak to the Headteacher of primary to 
discuss admission.  
 
Admission to Year 7 
The parents of students in Year 5/6 at primary school will receive a booklet from Calderdale 
outlining the process of application for a place at secondary school (See the link above). 
During the Autumn Term, Calder High School will hold an Open Evening when prospective 
students and their parents may look around the school and meet the staff. Parents may 
make appointments to look around the school at any other time by contacting our school 
office. The number of places available within in Year 7 will be 260 in September 2018. 
However, the number of applications for places usually far exceeds this number. Full details 
of the basis for allocating places at Calder High School, and of the Admissions Appeals 
process, can be found in the link above. 
 
Admission for Calder Primary Students to Year 7 
Students who attend Calder Primary will automatically receive a place at Calder High School. 
There is not a requirement to complete an application, however, should you choose an 
alternative school for your child’s education, you must follow the usual process. 
 
The closing dates for applications are as follows:  
 

Primary applications: Midnight 15 January 2018 
Secondary applications: Midnight on 31 October 2017 

 
In-year admission to Reception through to Year 11 
In-year admissions will continue to be managed through Calderdale Council and the local 
Behaviour & Attendance Consortium. For admission to the school, please request an 
application form from School Admissions, Northgate House, Northgate, Halifax, HX1 1UN. 
Or click on the main link above.  For any queries, please contact the school by telephone 
(01422 883213) or parentenquiry@calderhigh.calderdale.sch.uk  
 
Appeals will continue to be handled by Calderdale Council, however: 
There will be an extension to the timeframe to lodge an appeal to a maximum of 20 school 
days. Notice of appeals to extend to 10 school days. Appeals must be heard within 40 school 
days of being lodged. 
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Late Applications 
Late applications will be considered after all applications received before the closing date. 
However, in ‘exceptional circumstances’ defined below, it may be possible for an application 
received after the closing date to be considered as on time. ‘Exceptional circumstances’ are:  

1. Where a single parent living alone with their child has been ill for some time. The 
application must be supported by a doctor’s note and evidence of being a single 
parent.  
2. Where a house move over 2 miles (as determined by a straight line measurement) 
has been completed between 15 January 2018 and 15 February 2018. This applies to 
house moves into and within Calderdale. The application must be supported by 
appropriate evidence (for example a solicitor’s letter confirming the completion of a 
house purchase or copy of a rental agreement for a property within Calderdale).  
3. Where a service family (or crown servants returning from overseas) has moved 
into the area after the closing date, the application will be treated as ‘on time’ 
wherever this is practicable to do so. A house move of less than 2 miles will not be 
considered as exceptional circumstances.  

 
Exceptional circumstances can only be taken into consideration where a Common  
Application Form has been received before 15 February 2018 and where accompanied by all 
supporting evidence and any supplementary forms.  
 
Allocation of Places  
Parents of children will be notified of their place on 1st March 2018 (secondary) and 16th 
April 2018 (primary) and may be by email or letter, dependent upon the preferred method 
referred to at the point the online application was submitted.  
Offers for notification will contain the following:  

 Deadline for accepting the place (if a parent does not respond by the deadline, it will 
be assumed that they have accepted the place they have been offered)  

 The reason why the pupil has not been offered a place  

 Advice to parents if they wish to be considered in the re-allocation process for a 
place that might become available  

 Information about the statutory right of appeal against a decision to refuse a place 
 
Right of Appeal  
If a child is not offered a place at our Trust, parents have the right of appeal to an 
Independent Appeals Panel. The appeal should be made within 20 working days of the date 
of refusal. The appeal is administered by Calderdale Council.  
 
Parents should write to: the Admissions Officer, Children and Young People’s Services, 
Northgate House, HALIFAX HX1 1UN.  
 
An appeal may be presented in person or someone else can present the case for the 
parents, or a request can be made for a written appeal to be considered. The Appeals Panel 
will take parental reasons and the Trust’s admission arrangements into consideration when 
reaching its decision. The decision of the Appeals Panel will be completely independent of 
any previous decision taken by the Trust and will be binding on all parties.  



 
Over-Subscription Criteria  
Pupils will be admitted without reference to academic ability or aptitude. The number of 
intended admissions for the year commencing September 2018 will be as detailed above.  
Arrangements for applications for places at the Calder Learning Trust will be made in 
accordance with Calderdale Local Authority’s co-ordinated admission arrangements and will 
be made on the online application form administered by the Local Authority.  
Where parental preferences exceed the number of places available, the following criteria 
will be applied in the order set out below to determine which children to admit:  

 Children who are in public care (‘looked after children’) or children who were 
previously ‘looked after children’ but ceased to be so because they were adopted or 
became subject to a child arrangements order or special guardianship order 
immediately following having been looked after.  

 Pupils living in The Calder Learning Trust catchment area. This is defined at the 
following website:  
https://www.calderdale.gov.uk/v2/sites/default/files/catchment.pdf 

 A child with a sibling on roll at the Trust at the time of application and admission and 
who lives at the same address.  

 Pupils of staff employed at the Trust (having a permanent contract of at least two 
years at the time of application).  

 Pupils will be admitted in the order of the proximity of the pupil’s primary home 
address to the school, measured by the ‘straight line’ method (direct distance), as 
defined by the Local Authority’s Geographical Information System (GIS) from the 
front entrance of the Trust.  

 
Random allocation will be used as a tie-break in category ‘5’ above to decide who has 
highest priority for admission if the distance between two children’s homes and the school 
is the same. This process will be independently verified.  
 
Waiting Lists  
Children who have not been offered a place will be put on a waiting list until the end of the 
academic year in which the application is made; after that time applicants who wish to join 
the new list must apply in writing to the school. Priority on the list will be determined 
strictly in accordance with the admissions criteria and not in the order in which applications 
are received or added to the list.  
  

https://www.calderdale.gov.uk/v2/sites/default/files/catchment.pdf


Admission to Calder High Sixth Form 
 
Admission to the Sixth Form Calder VI operates an open entry system for a variety of 
courses which is explained at a meeting for prospective students and their parents.  Open 
Evening will take place on the 9th November 2017.   
 
http://www.calderhigh.org.uk/assets/Documents/vi-application-form.pdf 
 

Deadline for applications: 31st January 2018 
 
Student will be invited in for an interview/meeting. Students will then be offered a Taster 
Day lessons in the Summer Term. Al Students are interviewed on several occasions by senior 
staff and by the school’s C&K Careers Personal Advisors to ensure they are making the most 
appropriate choices. Students wishing to undertake courses are required to demonstrate 
their ability to succeed in the course by criteria based upon prior qualifications. Further 
details can be found at: http://www.calderhigh.org.uk/calder-vi/admissions-to-calder-vi/ 
 
Our entry requirements are 5 A*-C (5x 4+) including Maths and English, however some 
courses do require a Grade B (5/6+) to study at A ‘Level 
 
Admission to Calder VI is managed by the Director of Post-16 Learning. Please contact 
Calder VI on 01422 883213 for further details. 
 
Complaints Procedure  
The Calder Learning Trust has an established procedure for dealing with complaints relating 
to Admissions. Any queries about the Admissions Policy should be addressed in writing to 
the Chair of Governors, The Calder Learning Trust, Brier Hey Lane, Mytholmroyd, Halifax. 
HX7 5QN 
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