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CALDER HIGH PTA Minutes 
7.11.2017 

Parkinsons Road primary school Halifax 
 
Apologies: Howard Walker, Kerry Stuart, Chris Washington, Katherine Drury, Ceirian 
Madden and Jo Buckley  
 
Minutes from last time: matters arising dealt with below.  
 
Finance update:  
 

- The PTA now has a bank account.  
- Donation of £250 from Peter Cockroft in memory of his brother, a former student. 

Peter has been thanked by Polly and Chris Washington. Polly will also send a formal 
hard copy thank you letter, stating what it’s been spent on. 

- We have signed up to PTA national association, which includes annual insurance so 
we are covered for PTA events.  Cost £118. 

- Need another person to be a named Trustee so we can set up a PTA charity. Debs 
Paine volunteered (as long as it won’t involve extra work beyond signing the relevant 
documents). Kate Drury to liaise with her. 

- Income from the race night is specifically going towards the outdoor social space eg 
tables and benches, as per School Council request 2nd May 2017.  

- Some school staff have requested money for: 
 Library – specialist maths and reading books – about £125 total.  
 Carol Lord - lego kits for children on autistic spectrum. £35 each. There was a 

discussion about the school asking for parents to donate unused lego, and to 
make any request for help more obvious in the newsletters and other 
correspondence with parents, and to give a deadline. Jan to take this back to 
the school. 

 Gary Webb - for Duke of Edinburgh equipment – costings vary depdning on 
kit and quantities. Polly to check the cost for each child, and to double check 
if the school has its own fund for people on free school meals who can’t 
afford to pay DOE registration fees or other school trips etc. The PTA could 
assist children who couldn’t otherwise afford to go but needs to avoid 
duplication of support resources.  

- We need a more formalised structure to deal with these kinds of rolling requests for 
small amounts of money, which are in addition to the larger priorities now agreed 
(see below).  

- Debs mentioned the idea of parent/carers being invited to donate monthly (i.e. £1 a 
month on a standing order) – a relatively small amount but if taken up by a few 
hundred parents could lever a small regular income. This could be spent partially on 
smaller items to the value of max £100 (as above) through a quick application form, 
and selected by the PTA at each bimonthly meeting. Debs to bring a more detailed 
plan to the next meeting, Jan to check if the school back the idea.   

 
Parent/teacher survey:  
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- Committee thanked Sara Robinson for leading on this invaluable initiative, giving a 
great deal of her highly skilled expertise and time to make it a success. 

- Sara outlined the findings from the parent and teacher surveys. A copy of the 
findings is attached (or can be found on the PTA section of the school website.  

- It was agreed that: 
 The survey findings will be shared with the school staff, on the website, MyEd 

and inserted into the school newsletter. Jan to follow this up. Polly to look at 
having a PTA section in every newsletter.  

 We will use the findings to determine larger funding priorities in the coming 
year or two = lockers, reward system, activities and trips, books 

 Sara and Jan to pilot a couple of sharing and learning peer groups with 
parents and staff on the back of the learning for Life days in Feb and March.  

 Polly and Sara to individually match people who offered 
skills/workshops/support etc. with people at the school via Chris and Jan. 
Debs gave a contact for a woman interested in offering public speaking 
workshops.  

 Jan to check whether the parent / school guided reading scheme is still 
operating 

 Polly to talk to Chris about PTA supporting the reward system issue. 
 We discussed the idea of parents feeding into careers advice by offering talks 

or workshops in a variety of disciplines (i.e. civil engineering, producing, 
writing, etc). Strong appetite for this – one to revisit when there is less to do! 

 
Race night: 
 

- 50+ tickets bought 
- Chris bringing staff to run the race element, Gig bringing food etc. Howard Walker 

doing online refreshments, Polly table cloths etc. Raffle by Kate Drury. Chris/Jan to 
investigate where basket-ball hoops & beauty packs have gone (PE d’ment?) to add 
to raffle.  

 
Communication:  
 

- Parents on the PTA group weren’t emailed a meeting reminder as agreed Friday 
before meeting. General agreement that minutes on a website with no nudge to 
read them wasn’t working.  

- Agreed minutes need to go on the PTA area on the school website and MyEd if 
possible? Jan to investigate.  

- Also, members of the PTA need to rec’ them on email with dates of the next 
meetings well in advance. Sara to do this time, then rotate depending on who does 
the minutes.  

- No Halifax parents turned up to the meeting, however everyone felt it was useful to 
meet Gugsy the head of the school. The environment at the school was inspirational. 
Polly will follow up his offer to have a tour, meet their PTA and potential 
introductions to parents with pupils at Calder High.  

 
Dates/venues of next few meetings:  

- 23rd January - LRC at Calder High 6pm 
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- 6th March - Calder Primary 6pm 
- 25th April A WEDNESDAY – venue TBC 6pm 

 
AOB:  

- Fashion show to take place in May ‘18. 
- Strong interest in a Christmas Fayre in ‘18 with the PTA, involving teachers, students 

and parents  


