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Happy Christmas from Mr Taylor

Over the past few months the Student Council has been working hard to set the foundations for
the launch of a new House System within school. Last year, four house names were chosen by
student vote and crests designed to represent each. In more recent weeks forms in all 7 year groups
have been randomly allocated to houses and students have been discussing the benefits that a new
system could bring to school. This has included an exploration visit to another school in the local
area to see ‘best practice’ in action. Next term members of the student council will be delivering a
series of assemblies to all year groups informing students about the changes and outlining the
programme of events for the rest of the year. In the long run it is hoped that many students may
wish to seek the position of being a House Leader while the Calder Cup will be presented to the
winning house at the end of each academic year. What colour will the ribbons be in July 2017? – we
will just have to wait and see, but get involved and you can play a part in making it your house!
C Washington, Assistant Headteacher

Dear All

I have the honour of being the guest editor
of the Newsletter this term as Mr Guise is
helping Father Christmas sort his Elves out.
Many friends and family ask about life as a
Deputy Headteacher and when asked about
our school, I always say how amazing our
students are. When you finish reading this
newsletter, you will fully understand why I
say this without hesitation.
2017 will see many challenges and
opportunities for Calder High School. We
have new initiatives such as PixL Edge and the introduction of the House System, parental support
groups and also of course the annual School Show, which is always a evening of quality
performances from our students. This year will be great for me as it is a show based on my era!  I
will even know some of the 80s songs!
I am always grateful for the commitment and thoughtfulness of our staff at this time of year, not
only in supporting the learning but giving up their time for the fun and enriching activities. These
include the PE Department’s trip Ice Skating and Pizza night as a thank you for the student
participation in team games, The Expressive Arts team working with Primary Schools to prepare
for the Winter Festival and the pastoral team for their incredible celebration assemblies which
have been inspirational.
Thank you for taking the time to read the Winter Edition of the newsletter.  May I wish you a very
Happy Christmas and best wishes for the New Year from all the staff at Calder High School.

Mr Taylor



Attendance Matters
As the first term of this academic year draws to a close, and we look
forward to the Christmas holidays,  attendance at Calder High school
stands at 96.2% a figure of which we are very proud and it continues to
improve despite a spate of nasty bugs that have been around this autumn.
Congratulations to all our students who remain on or above our
attendance target of 96%, there are almost 800 of them! We will certainly
be recognizing and rewarding them in our Christmas Celebration
Assemblies during the final week of term. We are delighted to see that we have record numbers of
students maintaining their 100% attendance record so far this term and I will be entering 350
names into the raffle for attendance prizes.
At Calder High School, our motto is ‘Everybody, Everyday’ and we expect all our students to have
attendance over 96%, as excellent attendance is directly linked to academic achievement.
We monitor attendance very closely at Calder High School and once a week during form time,
Form Tutors update students on their current attendance percentage. Each child is ranked in one
of the following categories depending on their percentage attendance.

Every half term whole school attendance is reported on
to Heads of Year, Deputy Head and the Attendance
Officer. If your child’s attendance is below 90% an
intervention strategy will be implemented. This may be a
phone call home, meeting in school, home visit, referral
to Education Welfare Officer or legal action such as fines,

Final Warnings or a court referral.
In the rare event of your child being absent please ring the attendance officer, Miss Starling on
01422 883213 to report their absence. If their absence is unreported, the absence may be
recorded on your child’s attendance record as unauthorised. Parents/carers are asked to notify
school of unavoidable absence by 9am at the latest. We advise that medical and dental
appointments are taken outside of school hours, but if appointments during school hours are
unavoidable, they need to be evidenced by an appointment card which should be handed to
Student Services when your child is signing in or out. Pupils may not be signed out without
verification of appointment.
Absences of over 5 days must be supported by medical evidence
The aim is to prepare students for progression to Key Stage 4, further education or
employment. Please provide a medical appointment card, copies of
prescription/medication given.
Absences of over 5 days without medical evidence will not be authorised.
Attendance Awards:
We celebrate outstanding and improved attendance at Calder High School.
Students who have sustained a high level of attendance or significantly
improved their attendance and punctuality will receive Certificates in termly
celebration assemblies.
In addition, we have some fantastic rewards available to our students. For
example, students with outstanding attendance, behaviour and merits
will be eligible for our end of year reward trips. We are looking forward to
their exciting rewards trips – so make sure your child is part of it!
Best wishes for the holidays to all our students and their families.
Merry Christmas!              Miss Starling

Green 96-100%
Amber  90-95.99%

Red      0-89.9%



Attendance Matters
NB: Students falling below 90% attendance
fall into the Persistent Absence category and
could well be subjected to: Parenting contracts
and orders, Penalty notices, Education
Supervision Order or Prosecution.

Reporting on Absence
All absences must be reported by 9am each day by calling the attendance line 01422 889900
Absences of over 5 days must be supported by medical evidence
The aim is to prepare students for progression to Key Stage 4, further education or employment.
Please provide a medical appointment card, copies of prescription/medication given.
Absences of over 5 days without medical evidence will not be authorised
Any form of unauthorised absence may be subject to a penalty notice from the Local Authority.
Please follow up any absences with a note in the student’s planner to the form tutor on their return
to school. Please make routine appointments outside school time. If this is not possible, please
provide the medical appointment card or a copy of the hospital letter. Without this, any absences
will be unauthorised. All unexplained absences will become unauthorised by the school.
Punctuality
Arriving late into school is very disruptive for the class teacher and other class members. It also
means that late students themselves miss vital input from teachers.
Registration is at 8.35am
If, for whatever reason, you know your child will be arriving late, please call the attendance line or
provide your child with a written note.
Late Students must sign in at the Attendance Window in Student Services.
The school gates will be closed each morning at 8.35am
If a student arrives late 2 or more times within the same week they will be issued with a detention.
Persistent lateness can result in a fixed penalty fine being issued to Parents/Carers by the Local
Authority.
Holidays during Term Time
Calder High School will not authorise any holidays in term time; the hidden cost of lost education is
very precious to us. The School wishes to discourage holidays during term time as attendance is
vital to academic success. If, after having a 10 day holiday, a student is then genuinely ill, then each
additional day they are absent from school will reduce their total attendance by 0.5%
Research suggests that 17 missed school days a year = 1 GCSE grade drop in achievement.
Basically, holidays in term time do affect your child’s success rate .
*Leave of absence during term time will only be authorised in exceptional circumstances and must be
applied for on a leave of absence form.
Why is your child’s attendance at school so important?   Please read the following:

   Your child will have access to a safe learning environment.
   Your child will receive the full-time education to which they are entitled.
   Your child will achieve success with their learning at school.
   Your child will have the opportunity to access the widest possible range of opportunities when
they leave school.

At Calder High School we would like all our students to
 aim for 96% attendance during each academic year

Important Facts about Attendance
100% = no days absence from school
95% = 10 days absence from school
90% = 20 days absence from school
85% = 30 days absence from school
80% = 40 days absence from school



End of Term for Super Sevens
Thank you and well done.
I would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to the “Super Sevens”
for their hard work and commitment throughout their first term at Calder
High. I have been impressed with how well students have adapted to
secondary school life, developed resilience and supported each other. I would
like to thank parents for your continued support and I look forward to
working with you all next year.  All that’s left is for me to wish you a wonderful, restful Christmas
break and a Happy New Year.         Miss Persechino Year 7 Achievement Leader
Christmas Selfie with the Elfie and more…
To celebrate the festive period there are lots of fun activities planned in school. On
Monday 5 December there will be a Pizza Evening, Tuesday 6 December there is an ice
skating trip to Blackburn ice rink – see Mrs Atkin for more information. The Candy
Gram will be running where students can send friends a candy gram for 50p and they
will be delivered on the last day of term by our Christmas elves! Selfie with the Elfie
will be back! Search for the picture of Elf hidden around school in a different location
each day, take a selfie with the Elfie and tweet your pictures to @chs_pe  there will be
a prize for the best photo!
Student Achievement

Mack Priestwood in Year 7 raced his Honda Cadet Synergie Kart in the
Northern Karting Federation National Championship (NKF) between March
and November 2016. Mack raced 10 rounds at tracks in England, Scotland
and Wales. Mack came 10th out of 40 drivers from across the UK and was
invited to Silverstone to be presented his trophy on 27 November. Next year
Mack will race in the NKF and Trent Valley Kart Club Championships.

Maya Brunt of 7KSR recently took part in a fell race for Calder Valley Fell
Runners. The event took place at Shepherds Skyline on Saturday 5th
November. The course involved a steep descent off Stoodley Pike, then a
kamikaze descent, immediately followed by a stiff climb back up the hill.
Maya competed in the under 12’s girls category and finished in first place!
She won some Quality Street chocolates and has finished the season in

second position at her club for her age category. Well done Maya!

Katie Kemp-Riley took part in a BBC Radio 3 play about the Legend of the Sphinx which is due to
be broadcast in February. Katie earned £50 for her part in the play as one
of the main characters. The producers were impressed with her
performance and suggested she applies for other roles.
Merits
The Form Championships, merit scores have been added up for the term
and divided by the number of students per form to give an average score.
7CCM are in the lead with a whopping score of 506 merits per student in
the form! 7JKN are closely following with an average of 500 merits per
student and in third place is 7MHY with 433 merits. Certificates will be
awarded during form time. 188 students have achieved their Bronze award
of 300 merits this term! An excellent start to Year 7, well done!
A special mention to the students who have reached 600 merits and
achieved their Silver award – a huge accomplishment!

Silver Merit awards
Isobella Shaw White

Natasha Turner
Chloe Webster

Jude Wilson
Lily Winder

Barnaby Wood
Ella Beaney

Ellie Marsden
Alice Myers
Freya Popps
Isabelle Rolls



Year 8 Students. What can we say? You are a diverse and wonderful group
of young people who have character, spirit and a zest for life. It has been
great to see you being challenged throughout the school, watching and
hearing about your individual development, seeing you learn new skills and
knowledge that will support your growth and development into Year 9 and
beyond. It has not always been easy, there has been moments when it has
been challenging, but I can say with pride that you have faced these challenges well, and with a
little support and guidance have made a difference to your own individual lives and the school as a
whole. I would like to thank you all, wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
See you all in January refreshed and raring to go!             Mr Zallman
Attendance
Miss Starling, Ms Kaye and Mr Zallmann are celebrating students’ attendance. Students that have
100% attendance will be awarded with a certificate and gift during their year assembly.

Excellent Eights

No Snoring for Super Sevens
The Year 7 Stay Awake was held to raise funds for the Calder Sixth
projects abroad fund. The event was a huge success. 96 students took
part and they achieved the highest fundraising total for a Stay Awake
ever! Thank you to parents, carers, friends and family who supported the
event with generous sponsorships. A big well done to students with the
three highest sponsor totals: Ethan Marsden, Katie Kemp Riley, and Luke

Sunderland who raised £329 between the three of them.
Learning for Life
This term students have taken part in two Learning for Life days, students
spend a day off timetable working on developing their Social, Moral,
Spiritual and Cultural awareness and skills. For Year 7, we had Wise Up, a
Kent based company, come in to school to work with students on ‘The Hub
Challenge’. Students had to plan, communicate and work together to successfully complete tasks.
The emphasis of the day was on students taking ownership of their learning, using critical thinking
to develop ideas and solve challenges. Links were drawn on how to transfer these skills into their
learning and every day school life. The second day was held in November and the focus was
Interfaith, in the morning students attended six half hour sessions, each one about a different faith.
In the afternoon the Homeless Charity Smartmove came into school to talk to students about their
work in the local community and to launch their Christmas Hamper Appeal. The feedback from
students about both days was overwhelmingly positive and the days were a real success.

Stay Awake

 Daniel Stutt   8HHM
 Danielle Taylor    8HHM
 Jessica Wademan 8JTY
 Ellie  Wignall  8ART
 Jack  Willis   8LHN
 Poppy Wilson  8EHL
 Scarlett Wood   8JDY
 Emily  Yorke    8ART

 Louise  Moakler   8JDY
 Kate   Niven   8EHL
 Sophie  Pang   8EHL
 Dexter  Pearce  8JDY
 Charlotte Priestley  8HHM
 Leah   Ridings     8JTY
 Sadie   Short   8ART
 Rowan  Simpson  8ART
 Daniel  Smith   8LHN



Merits
All students have the opportunity to gain merits during form time, lessons, extra-curricular and
around school for being polite and helpful.
The following students have made a positive impact to the School and their year

Aqeeb Rehman - Being part of the student council, going to extra Art after school.
Cerridwen Grey - Always getting it right every day.

Tilda Halliday - Jones - Always getting it right every day.
Danielle Taylor - Helping PE selling Halloween Tickets and Always getting it right every day
Daisy Holmes - Helping PE selling Halloween Tickets and Always getting it right every day

Mishka Heny - Improved attitude in lessons and helping out me.
Additional merits are to be awarded to these students by their form tutor.

What’s been going on?
Immersion Days
So far students have taken part in 2 very successful and enjoyable Immersion Days. Feedback from
students and staff has been excellent.
Health & Well Being
Branching Out - external visitors who worked with students emphasising the dangers of drugs
SRE - focusing on relationships
Alcohol - dangers of drinking
Tobacco - dangers of smoking
It was fantastic to see students working so well together and the work that they produced was
outstanding. Students presented their learning to other groups. Well done, Year 8, it was good to
see so many of you participating and contributing making the event a successful
and rewarding event.
Halloween
Year 8 Students attended the School Halloween party, enjoying each other’s
company whilst dancing the night away.
Well done
SAFE GUARDING – Congratulations Emily Yorke for your excellent poster which is
nicely displayed outside the Key Stage 3 Office – The prize will be awarded in the celebration
assembly .
Sporting News

Tyler Brocklehurst – Boxing
Tyler has been training at Hebbon Bridge Boxing Club for 4 plus years, he undertakes a
high level of training which takes self-discipline and dedication. Due to this, he is able
to participate in organised fights around the country such as a recent fight in Grimsby
which he won on a point’s decision. He undertook 3 one and half minute rounds, out
boxing his opponent and winning a Silver Trophy. In the audience was Ricky Hatton

(Middleweight Champion) who has helped inspire lots of other young boxers. Well done Tyler.
Eco Garden
Gordon Rigg have kindly provided support and guidance
enabling Calder High School to bring back to life our gardening
area. Year 8 Students will play a pivotal role in bringing life back
to this area, helping repair the green house and planting areas in
the Spring of 2017. Donations kindly accepted.

Year 8



News from Year 9
Year 9 have had a fantastic start to the year, uniform has been brilliant
and feedback from tutors and teaching staff regarding behaviour and
attitudes to learning has been excellent. I would like to take this
opportunity to thank parents/carers for your continued support
throughout Term 1 and to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year. I look forward to seeing you all again in the New Year!

The following students have achieved 100% attendance
throughout Term 1 and will be entered into a prize draw by Miss
Starling, Attendance Officer. The winner of the draw will receive a
£10 Love to Shop gift voucher and this will be presented during
our end of term celebration assembly, keep your fingers crossed!

JEM – Jake Crilley, Jay Nelson, Jade Pitchforth
JSL – Oliver Cook, Georgia Deavin, Gabriella Horne, Emily Kaye, Reece McDermondy,
Ben Ulvaney-Johnson, Imogen Tull
LCK – Tallula Cullen Walsch, William Griffith, Rachael McGrath, Brandon Ogden, Tessa Stocks,
Rose Winters
NOM – Lizzie Ashamn, Macsen Crahart, Ben Halliday, Olivia Iribarren, Isobel Roberts
PPN – Otis Benbow, Isaac Hughes-Dennis, Abukuse Kaimacuata, Adam Lockett, Amy Pullen,
Kyle Statham, Beau Well
RAS – Lucy Biggins, Abby Marshall, William Priestley, Diarmuid Pritchard, Emily Sutcliffe,
Eliot Wood
RWN – Jessica Paine, Ellie Pickup, Julian Pietryszyk, Antony Warrington, Joseph Whitworth
SFS – Darnell Brown, Zico Cortese,Cameron Davey, Finnell Harrison, Elliot King, Millie McParland
Merits
Students have the opportunity to gain Merits during form time, in lessons, at extra-curricular
clubs and around school for good behaviour and manners. Form tutors collect merit totals from
students on a weekly basis. Congratulations to the following students as they have received the
highest amount of merits per form for Term 1.

JEM – Raheem Ilyas and Jade Pitchforth
JSL – Emily Kaye and Ben Ormerod

LCK – Brandon Ogden and Martha Williams
NOM – Lizzie Ashman and Zohaib Hussain
PPN – James Binns and Teegan Lancaster
RAS – Abby Marshall and Omayr Mirza

RWN – Naira Kauser and Joseph Whitworth
SFS – Laiba Bilal and Zahim Hussain

These forms have received the highest amount of merits (averaged out per person):
1st – JEM   2nd – LCK   3rd –NOM

I would like to say a special thank you to the following students for their help this term:
Raheem Ilyas, Jude Gill, Joss Francis, Elliot King, Ben Ormerod, Rachael McGrath, Kara Graham,
Jessica Paine, Ellie Greenwood, Isobel Roberts, Emily Kaye.
Some of you have acted as guides for visitors and others have led student panels for interviews.
The feedback from staff and visitors has always been fantastic which has made me extremely
proud. Thank you and keep up the hard work!            Miss Sutcliffe



I can’t believe we are already at Christmas. It only seems like last week we
were having our first assembly at the start of term. The students have all
settled in well. After a few changes to some GCSE choices, all students are
well on the way in their chosen subjects. What has been one of the
noticeable improvements for this year group is attendance which has the
highest percentage in the school at the moment. Well done, Year 10. This
year has seen a change in the uniform, all the students look smart and take pride in how they look
in the new uniform.
As a Year Achievement leader at Calder High, I take great pride in the year group not, just
academically but watching them grow into young adults and seeing the great work they do
around the community.

My name is Lucy Sullivan. 10HSN
I have been at Calder High School for 4 years now and I am involved in Peer Mentor, BEAM and
Anti-Bullying.
Peer Mentoring.
As a peer mentor I support Year 7 students who are struggling with things at school such a making
new friends or being there is they just need someone to talk to. We have a lunch room set up for
them to drop in if they want a chat or just want a place to chill out. In the room there are board
games to play and there is always music on.  There is a board at the door so Year 7 know they are
welcome to come in. We try and make the room feel as welcoming and friendly as we can so that
they are not afraid to come in. As Peer Mentors we have become more known
around school and we are having a positive impact.
BEAM.
I am proud to be a part of our BEAM Tem which is the Barnardo’s Equality
Ambassadors for LGBTQ. We have meetings every other Friday to discuss how we are going to
promote BEAMs and how to help when supporting members of the LGBTQ community in and
around school. We are currently organising events to try and promote the BEAMs in school. We
have a big board on the Learning Support corridor with information about the BEAM Team and
what we do. We also have huge posters around school so everyone knows who the BEAM Team
are.
Anti-Bullying Ambassador.
I have been an Anti-Bullying Ambassador since Year 8 and have been involved in training days and
events around school. We have an on-going responsibility to ask students if they are okay if they
look lonely or upset and if we see bullying in or around school we must report it immediately. We
organised a penalty shoot out on the courts to raise awareness for racist comments in football as
part of the ‘Kick It Out’campaign.
I enjoy all these roles and love helping people. Next year I am going to apply to be a prefect so I
can continue playing such an active part in Calder High School.

Year 10 from Mr Lee

Star student this term     Lucy Sullivan
Lucy is a student who is fast becoming
someone that Calder High will find it difficult
to replace when she leaves .
 Lucy’s current roles include peer mentor, anti-
bullying team, BEAM, ambassador who represents the school, swims
for the county and all this while achieving excellent progress in her
GCSE subjects.



Year 10 Tutor Time Superstars

Jaike at Whitehall
Well, it was nothing if not exiting! We woke up at 5 in the morning to
catch a train from Halifax to London Kings Cross. The entire journey I
spent preparing for my 5 minute slot at the Westminster Education
Forum’s seminar on growing up in a digital world. I was there because
it was Barnardo’s Take Over day. Basically, that means that for the day,
young people take on the roles of people from the Barnardo’s Head Office. I took over the
schedule of someone called James. He heads the IT Department at Barnardo’s. On his schedule,
for the day, was the seminar. I had a slot 5 minutes long, after a representative from Ofcom had
spoken about statistics to do with screen time, the kind of content people watch and other
demographics.
I was told to speak about my opinions and experiences about growing up in a digital world. I said
that technology has opened doors for young people we never could have even imagined 50 years
ago; it has brought about a separate reality with new challenges. I said that the lines between
what our online lives consist of and our real lives are becoming blurred with each passing day,
and to properly communicate with a young person today, to properly understand them, you have
to know their online persona as well because people often adopt a different persona when they
go online. Something about the idea of being disconnected and existing in a virtual world seems
to lower inhibitions.

After I talked at Whitehall about that, I went to a café to give an interview
for a blog that has been put up on the Barnardo’s website about my
opinions on subjects like Cyber Bullying and Sexting. I also talked with a
man newly employed at Barnardo’s to help bring Barnardo’s into the new
age because, and I quote him, “Barnardo’s is stuck in the Stone Age when it
comes to computers and social media. We have to make a big change to
bring Barnardo’s into the now and keep up with the changes that are always
happening.”                     Jaike Mogg-Wright

Olivia Bamford          Hamza Ahmed            Erin Fahey           Susannah Kendall       Zara Manash

George Mears Sykes      Sophie McGivern



Year 10 Attendance

Well Done Year 9
Charlotte Hadfield 9JSL was awarded 1st place for Key
Stage 3 and the Peoples’ Prize and Beau Well 9PPN was
awarded 2nd place for their beautiful pieces of artwork
entered into the Mytholmroyd Arts Festival.
Sporting News
Eliot Wood of 9RAS has been competing all year in National -
Kayak Slalom races. Eliot raced in races all over the counrty and
gained excellent positions in both kayak and Canadian slalom.

At the end of the season he finished 32nd and 18th respectively
in the country. At one of the races
he even got the chance to meet the
GB Olympic team who signed his
bouyancy aid. Well done, Eliot!

Annie Farmer 9NOM has been selected to represent the Yorkshire
Netball Team. Amazing Annie!

Brilliant Performances
Tabitha Bell 9JSL and Isaac Hughes Dennis 9PPN performed in ‘The
Wiz’ at Halifax Playhouse. Well done to both of you, a fantastic
production and performance!



Year 11 News
What a start to Year 11!  The students have been brilliant this term,
despite being under a lot of pressure in the run up to their mock GCSEs.
I’m incredibly proud of the attitude and maturity most of the Year 11
students have shown towards the challenges they face this year.  Well
done everyone!              Miss Hindle
Calder VI Taster Day
On Thursday 24th November, 200 of our Year 11 Students spent the day in Calder VI experiencing
a variety of subjects we offer at A-Level.  The students were treated as Calder VI students for the
day so experienced the joy of not wearing school uniform, using the facilities, and seeing what A-
Levels are like.
We took another group of students to Hopwood Hall College in Rochdale for the morning.  The
students were able to see college life more closely, and were invited into a number of classes
where students were studying a range of subjects.  We went in the Media Studio which contains all
the equipment you would find in a television studio, saw some of the Catering students preparing
food for the entire college community, watched the beauty students do some fabulous nail art,
looked in the college restaurant as they were setting up to welcome the public for lunch, and had
a look around the hair and beauty salon, which is also open to the public.
Both sets of students really enjoyed their Sixth Form/College experience, and felt it helped them
make some decisions about their post-16 options.
Night Club
In Year 11 we have piloted a new scheme which we are calling ‘Night Club’.  For the trial, we
selected a number of students to stay in school until 5.15pm from Monday to Thursday for two
weeks.  In this time, the group completed homework, attended Catchup sessions and did revision
for their upcoming Mock GCSE exams.  In return for parents agreeing to this, the students were
not expected to do any additional work at home, unless they wished to.  The first group of Night
Club students found this to be a really positive experience, and word quickly spread across the
year group.  We have had so many enquiries from the rest of the year group, that we are inviting
students to write a brief letter of application explaining why they think they would benefit from
attending ‘Night Club’ in the new year.  Successful applicants will be placed in a group and each
group will run for two weeks.
If you would like any further information about Night Club, please feel free to contact Miss Hindle.
Attendance
It is more important than ever that our students maintain a high attendance figure.  This is one of
the pieces of information that sixth forms, colleges and employers ask for when considering
offering a place to prospective students/employees.
A huge well done to all the following students who have achieved 100% attendance so far this
year:-
Oliver Abbott, Lily Ashraf, Luke Bates, Finn Bowles, Lauren Bowmer, Liza Bregazzi, Ebonie Brennan,
Dom Bridge, Hollie Broadbent, Dan Brock, Natalie Buchan, Abbie Chambers, Theo Christodoulou,
India Dootson, Ellie Dyson, Ella Farmer, Megan Fletcher, Bryn Forth, Lucy Foster, Sufyan Ghafoor, Guy
Greenwood, Luke Griffin, Tenzin Gyalpo, Evie Hairsine, Leanne Halewood, Molly Halliday, Maya
Hanvey, Liam Hawkes, Joe Healey, Ellie Hooson, James Horner, Wil Jackson, Alex Jones, Rowan
Kimber, Adam Kinsey, Henry Lamper, Toby Lawrence, Kyran Lewis, Gabriel Lupton-Levy, Carhys
Martin, Connall Mateer, Sarah McCann, Ciaran Morley, Edie Murray, Holly Owen, Esme Palmer, Steph
Pang, Sarah Pedley, Emily Pickup, Zuzanna Pietryszyk, Wilf Pimblett-Tattley, Oisin Pritchard, Ben
Ridings, Fergus Rooney, Amelia Rowntree, Jack Shaw, Emily Simpson, Zara Smith, Sol Stappard, Ted
Vile, Huey Walker, Aidan Yates



Mytholmroyd Arts Festival
It was the second year that Mytholmroyd hosted it’s own Arts
Festival. To launch the weekend of activities, there was an art
exhibition of work from Calder High, Scout Road Academy and the Ark Nursery. There was a wide
range of work that students had produced under this year’s theme ‘The Elements’.
The judges were Stella Mays (wildlife artist), Tony Hodgins (Mayor of Hebden Royd) and Vince
Henshall (Abacus Frames).
After a lot of debating the winners for Key Stage 3 were:

1st prize Charlotte Hadfield,
2nd prize Beau Well and
3rd prize Molly Harford.

Key Stage 4 winners were:

1st prize
Iman Amjid,

2nd prize
Joe

Denning
and

3rd prize
Mia

Langley.

The people’s prize was awarded by counting the
votes made by all visitors to the exhibition. The
winner was Charlottle Hadfield who will have
her beautiful fish artwork framed at Abacus in
Mytholmroyd. There was also a special ‘Abacus’
prize given to Iman Amjid for her stunning
drawing of a figure representing the element
‘Fire’. A big thank you to all students that
entered the competition and to Annie Lavender
and Molly Harford who did a great job on the
Open Evening meeting and greeting visitors.
Mrs Pickles

KS3 1st

KS3 2nd KS3 3rd

KS4 1st

KS4 2nd
KS4 3rd

People’s Prize winner



As part of their GCSE controlled assessment all 136 Year 11 Historians
and 10 members of staff visited Skipton Castle on Wednesday 2nd
November.
Although, a bright day, it was the first cold day of the year, making the
castle experience even more authentic.

Students were given a
tour of the castle and learnt about its
construction beginning in 1090 as part of the
Norman control of England following the
Harrying of the North. Students were also taught
about the development of the castle over time
and the defensive features it had to ensure that
the Craven area was secured for the King.
Students also learnt about the possible origins of
phrases such as 'taking turns', 'upper crust' and
'outskirts'.          Mrs Asdown

Year 11 visit Skipton Castle

Restart a Heart Day Parents as Partners
We were delighted
to take part in
‘Restart A Heart Day’
on Tuesday 18
October this year
working with the
Yorkshire Ambulance Service.  Throughout the
day, Year 7 students spent forty minutes with
volunteers from the Ambulance Service
and the Fire Service learning CPR.
Last year Calder signed up as part of the
campaign, ‘A Nation of Lifesavers’, and we
received 35 mannequins which we were able to
use on the day.  These were set out in the
Dance Studio and students visited for sessions
throughout the day.
Taking part in community activities such as this
is important to us at Calder and we were, as
always, hugely impressed with the attitude of
our young people who took the learning
experience so seriously.

The 'Parents as Partners' event is all about
supporting the students and parents
through the important Key Stage 4.
The school believes that great results only
come through hard work throughout the two
years of Key Stage 4 courses, not by cramming
in May 2017 before the exams begin. With this
in mind, on November 2nd, parents of Year 10
and 11 students were invited into school to
meet with representatives from each of the
option subjects to ask any questions about the
courses, to hear from Maths, English and
Science on key dates and top revision tips and
to have the opportunity to purchase revision
resources or equipment for the subjects.
Both parents and students found the evening
supportive and informative.

Parents as Partners



Hello, my name is Elliot and I am a lighting designer. I light lots of
events such as ‘Glastonbury Glade’ in 2014 and ‘Beautiful Days’ from
2010 to now. I have my own company called ‘Spiral Stage Lighting’.
My company has been mentioned on ‘Total Production International’
magazine, BBC Radio Leeds and much more.
I started when I was seven years old and I got my first light at the same
time. In 2014, I set up a company because I got bigger in the production
industry, so I decided to have a lighting service. Hopefully, when my service gets bigger, I hope to
get young people involved and help out do more stage lighting.
I am supported by some of the biggest companies in the world such as ‘Avolites’, a billionaire
lighting desk company and ‘Chauvet’, another billionaire lighting company. I recently met a very
famous Canadian band called ‘Nikelback’. The reason why I met ‘Nikelback’ is because I met their
lighting designer and the sound people , they asked me if I would like to meet them so I said ‘Yes.’

When I met Nikelback, they were really kind
people. They gave me an access ‘all area pass’
and a V.I.P pass. Also another reason I met
Nikelback is because I met the head of
security at Sheffield Arena.
One more thing to say is do something that
you like, be a lighting person or own your
own business like a shop business. Get
involved with things and if you get involved
with a production company, you could meet
someone very famous. Elliot Baines

Elliot Baines Lighting Designer

In the new year the school, in association with PIXL Edge, will
be offering all students in Years 7 and 8 the opportunity to
embark on an innovative scheme called ‘The Calder Edge’.
The scheme is intended, over time, to develop and accredit
the life skills and attributes which employers are advising us
they require – leadership, organisation, initiative, resilience
and communication (LORIC). It will also provide students
with a qualification, which runs alongside their academic
successes and recognises what they can do as well as what they know. In order to gain the
Qualification at ‘Apprentice level, students need to complete a range of activities from an
approved list.  The activities can be many and varied and can be undertaken in normal lessons, in
extra-curricular clubs or outside of school. Progress on the scheme will be managed by the
students themselves with tutors and Year Achievement Leaders providing any assistance required.
After a series of launch assemblies, an Information Evening for parents and students will be held
on Thursday 19 January 2017 between 6pm to 7pm, in the Ted Hughes Theatre, in order to provide
you with further details of the scheme. We believe the ‘Calder Edge’ provides a real benefit for the
students in the future as they apply to colleges, universities and for the positions of employment.

C Washington, Assistant Headteacher

Year 7 and 8 get ‘The Calder Edge’



Introducing Mrs Dales in the LRC

You asked for them…
So we bought some of them for you.

Clover Moon’s imagination is her best escape from a life
of hardship in poverty-stricken Victorian London. When
tragedy plunges her into a world of grief, Clover realizes
that everything she loved about the place she called home
is gone. Clover hears of a place she could run to, but where will she find the
courage – and the chance – to break free? And could
leaving her family be just what she needs to find a
place that really feels like home.

Arthur Kipps, a junior solicitor, is summoned to attend the funeral of Mrs
Alice Drablow, the sole inhabitant of Eel Marsh House. The house stands at
the end of a causeway, wreathed in fog and mystery, but it is not until he
glimpses a wasted young woman, dressed all in black, at the funeral, that a
creeping sense of unease begins to take hold, a feeling deepened by the
reluctance of the locals to talk of the woman in black – and her terrible
purpose.

Hello Calder High and welcome to the Learning Resource Centre news bulletin.
This month promises to be a busy one for me, but before I start I’d like to thank
you all for making me feel so welcome at the school, I know I’m going to enjoy
it and I am excited about the new book titles on order.
Here are some facts about me.
   I am Mrs J Dales and I was born in Merseyside, but have lived in the Lake District, Hampshire
and now West Yorkshire – obviously this is my favourite place to be, but I’m not too keen on
Yorkshire chips and absolutely detest mushy peas!
   I’ve had a variety of jobs, mostly based in schools and colleges but my favourite has to be when
I was a sweet packer in a Chewit factory. The perk was you could eat
as many as you liked, but after a day…
   My car was in the film ‘The Lady in The Van’ based on the book
by Alan Bennett. It’s a grey 1961 Morris Minor saloon and I met the
actress that played Bennett’s mother, Gwen Taylor. It took 2 days to
film about 2 minutes of footage!
   My absolute favourite horror story is ‘The Woman in Black’,
which is much more terrifying than the film.



Your New Books in the LRC continued…

I have this dream that, secretly, all teenage girls feel exactly like me. And
maybe one day, when we realize that we all feel the same, we can all stop
pretending we're something we're not... But until that day, I'm going to keep
it real on this blog and keep it unreal in real life.
Penny has a secret.

In the second of the Paul Faustino novels by Carnegie
Medal-winning author Mal Peet, teenage football
prodigy El Brujito, "the Little Magician", has vanished
without a trace and Paul finds himself reluctantly drawn

into the mystery. As the city of San Juan pulses to summer's sluggish beat,
Paul gets more than he bargained for as a story of corruption and murder
unfolds, forcing him to confront a bitter history of slavery and the power of
the occult.

Opal Plumstead might be plain, but she has always
been fiercely intelligent. Yet her scholarship and dreams of university are
snatched away when her father is sent to prison, and fourteen-year-old Opal
must start work at the Fairy Glen sweet factory to support her family.

Back to school, but it's not all bad. Sports Day, the
school fair and Tom's birthday are all coming up.
And even better, his awful big sister Delia won't be
at any of those events! On the downside, Granny
Mavis is threatening to make his birthday cake - uh

oh! But on the other hand, Mr Keen has asked Dogzombies to perform in
front of the whole school! YEAH! Maybe they can even play at the school
disco too. How can the term turn out any less than seriously amazing?

If you have any authors, titles or just a story that you’d love to read, then
please come and see me. We can use the computer to find a variety of
books and search if we have them available, and if not, I will be placing orders regularly.  This is
your Learning Resource Centre, so don’t be afraid to ask.

Mrs Dales

If there are any other books that you would like to see in your LRC then print out this page
and return it to the LRC.

Name:                                 Form:                  I would like to request,

Thank you



PE More Success
Year 7 5 a-side
The Year 7 Football team put in some outstanding performances to reach
the semi-finals of the Calderdale Schools 5-aside football tournament.
Goals from Joe H, Joe G, Leo A, Josh H, Dan H, Max S. Callum S put in an
exceptional performance with two clean sheets in the first two games.
Unbeaten in the group stages, Calder topped the group after beating
schools like Rastrick and a 6-1 demolition of Park Lane. The lads were finally knocked out at the
semi-final stage by eventual winners, Lightcliffe Academy. Well done to the team.
White Rose Archery Club

The Archery club has been popular this year, with a number of
students gaining success and achieving medals for accuracy from
different distances.
The club is £1 a week (all money is spent on prizes/medals etc.)
every Thursday 3-4.30pm. ALL welcome.

Netball
A very successful first half of the season for the Calder High netballers.  All
teams enjoying success and showing great enthusiasm.  Numbers
attending training are brilliant. There is still time to join on Monday, 3-4pm
Numerous fixtures are still booked. Well done, lets carry the momentum
forward into the second half of the season ☺.
Hockey

Brilliant progression for Calder High at hockey.  From having no teams
2 years ago to now entering 2 teams in the league is amazing. Also it is
great hosting a satellite club for all ages (adults and students) and
genders on  a Monday night, 6-7pm run by Halifax Hockey Club on the
astro surface.
GCSE Year 11
Some great work is being done by
our GCSE Year 11s, both practically
and in theory classes.  They are working

hard in the lead up to their mock exams and getting as many practical
grades as they can. One great opportunity is having Hebden Bridge
Judo deliver high quality lessons with assessments coming soon.
Olympian Heroes

There was a brilliant evening
at Mytholmroyd Community
Centre in November. A large
number of students attended
the re-opening of the centre
with an evening of fun with
the Olympian heroes from
the GB team. Overseas
Project and the GCSE PE
students were helping at
the event.



Peer Mentoring Group
Calder High School – Peer Mentoring Programme
A group of 20 students from Calder High School have been
selected to take part in a new initiative which is being trialled in
schools throughout Calderdale.  Working with Invictus Wellbeing
Services, students have already begun their training, focusing on
being able to provide advice, support and serve as role models for
younger students in the school.  As Peer Mentors they will face a
variety of issues from schoolwork; social issues; family/friendship
issues or tension and other typical difficulties of growing up.
The new Peer Mentors have started working with students and feedback from staff and students
has been really positive.   Miss Sutcliffe

Business at RSA
RSA - The Royal Sun Alliance Insurance Group - hosted some of
our Year 13 Business students at their offices at Dean Clough,
Halifax on Friday 2 December.  Their remit was to support our work
on ‘Recruitment and Selection in Business’ which is one of the units of work in the final year of the
BTEC L3 course.
What an amazingly organised, helpful and supportive morning we had there working with
employee volunteers from RSA.  Elaine Clough led the session and was clearly very
knowledgeable but also very approachable.
All 12 students arrived promptly, well-dressed and enthusiastic to be greeted with pastries and
juice and an 'ice-breaker' activity which got everyone talking with each other.  The aim of the
exercise being to show our students that interviewers are normal people just like them and they

shouldn't be scared about talking to them.
Students were shown around the offices where over
500 RSA employees work on a number of different
floors in the converted mill.  They then took part in a
number of activities and Q & A sessions building their
confidence at each stage so that they felt able to do
them themselves justice in the final mock interview
session.
We greatly appreciate the time and effort RSA put in
to make this morning both enjoyable and extremely
useful.            Mrs Healey



School Open Evening for Year 6

On the 28 September Mr Taylor,
Deputy Head and Miss Persechino,
Head of Year 7, took 8 students to Elland Road to a conference
on developing student personal health and wellbeing. The
event was hosted by PiXL and the aim was to look at a new way
of teaching the traditional PSHCE curriculum that is modern
and addresses modern themes. The students had a great time
and had the opportunity to meet Year 7 students from across
Yorkshire. The scheme enables students to achieve various
levels of accreditation that will be accepted nationally by the
time Year 7 reach the end of their studies in 2020.

Wellbeing Conference

Following the recent summer success of record breaking public examination results at both
GCSE and A level, Calder High School Year 6 Open Evening not surprisingly proved to be a
popular attraction.

Prior to presentations by the Headteacher, Mr Tony Guise, prospective parents and students were
splendidly entertained in the Ted Hughes Theatre by Luca Kelly, a talented pianist currently in
Year 7. The theme of Mr Guise's speech focussed on his pride of the school and its students. This
was borne out by contributions made from three students new to Calder, (Finn Sierevogel, Jude
Wilson and Anita Gosling)  and the school's Head Boy and Head Girl, Tom Bull and Megan
Hampshire, who spoke eloquently about the support of staff and their own involvement in the
many enrichment opportunities offered by the school.

Throughout the evening, student guides were on hand to escort
visitors around the many interactive subject displays. Prospective
students were able to try their hand at pretty much anything
from archery and table tennis to badge making, food tasting,
film animation, drumming, scientific experiments and
mathematical problem solving.

Special mention must however go to staff in the Humanities
Faculty who dressed to impress; while the Geographers adopted
a rainforest theme to their clothing, the History Department

looked splendid in
their World War Two costumes.

Chris Washington, Assistant Headteacher, said “I was
delighted how well the evening went; there was such
a vibrant atmosphere around the school and it was
great that so many parents commented on the warm
welcome of staff and the positivity our students. The
fact that 99% of those who attended indicated that
they would choose to send their children to Calder
really does show what a bright future the school has.”



MFL Open their Doors to Year 6
MFL opened their doors to all of their prospective new language
learners and their families. It was such a pleasure to chat to the
many children and parents about language opportunities at Calder
High School, including the long-running French Exchange, the

Year 8 and 9 Spanish trip to Northern Spain and our
newly starting Mandarin Club. Whilst our visitors tasted

Spanish and French delicacies and our many student
volunteers chatted about their experiences of

languages, Year 5 and 6 students were able to try
out a few key phrases and help build the Eiffel Tower. Big congratulations finally
to Sarah Pedley in Y11, who single-handedly built a reconstruction of the famous
Sagrada Familia Cathedral in Barcelona over the duration of the evening. Thank
you to everyone for joining us and thank you to all of our wonderful volunteers -

we had a thoroughly enjoyable evening.

Mrs Warick Head of Modern Foreign Languages

Students Help to Design New PE Kit
On the 15 September, 4 students from Calder High were taken to Wetherby RFC as part of the
CRBE All Schools Kit Design.  Tyler Brocklehurst, Dan Smith, Lana Elliot and Danielle Taylor were
chosen due to their outstanding contribution to PE and rugby in school.

The main focus of the day was to produce Calder High’s new rugby kit. Canterbury NZ who
sponsor England Rugby Union, were there to help design the jersey with our 4 students.

The students choose a
royal blue jersey with a
white rose stretching from
front to back underneath
one of the arms.


