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Ref: CWN/ 

 
22 January 2018 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

This week your son/daughter will be attending an assembly launching this year’s Activities Day, which 
is scheduled to take place in the last week of the summer term. Extra-curricular opportunities and 

enrichment visits are an important and memorable part of any child’s education. They enhance 
learning, celebrate success, enable students to grow in self-confidence and allow them the chance to 

show leadership and teamwork skills. At Calder High School we aim to provide our students with a 

variety of experiences throughout their time with us.  

Activities Day will take place on Tuesday 17th July 2018. All students will be off timetable this day 

following a programme of either school based or off site activities bespoke to their year group.  

Activities build on each other from year to year, allowing students to experience a range of 

opportunities throughout their school life. It is expected that tutors will accompany their forms as 

much as possible throughout this time, enabling them to further deepen the bond they have with 

their tutees. Student leadership opportunities and the fostering of House identity are also embedded 

within the programme. 

 

Today your son/daughter attended a launch assembly outlining the plans for their year group and the 

criteria they must fulfil to be able to participate.  

 

For Year 7: In school activities 

In the morning students will participate in a carousel of three in-school activities including samba, 

laser tag, archery and multi sports. In the afternoon the year group will assemble together in the 

theatre for a film of their choice. The total cost of the day is £6 (£4.80 for students in receipt of Pupil 

Premium). Students should wear clothing appropriate to such activities and be prepared for all types 

of weather! Timings will be those of a normal school day and food will be available as usual in the 

school canteen. Buses will run as normal at the end of the school day. 

 

For Year 8: Local area (outdoor) activities 

Students will participate in a day of outward bound activities at Waddow Hall, near Clitheroe. During 

the day students will have the opportunity to take part in some of a range of activities from abseiling, 

bushcraft, archery, canoeing, raft building, zipwire, tree climbing, orienteering, bouldering and grass 

sledging. The total cost inclusive of all transport, activities and insurance is £25 (£20 for students in 

receipt of Pupil Premium). Students should wear clothing appropriate to such activities and be 

prepared for all types of weather! They should also bring a packed lunch and plenty of water. It is 

estimated that students will return to school about 4.30pm and, as a result, students will need to 

make their own arrangements to get home. 

 

For Year 9: Local area (indoor) activities 

Students will participate in a day of indoor activities in Bradford including ice skating and ten pin 

bowling. The total cost of the day is £14 (£11.20 for students in receipt of Pupil Premium). Students 

should wear clothing appropriate to such activities. They should also bring a packed lunch and plenty 



 
 

 

 

of water. It is estimated that students will return to school about 4.30pm and, as a result, students 

will need to make their own arrangements to get home. 

 

For Year 10: National activities 

Students will participate in a day of ‘fun and excitement’ at Blackpool Pleasure Beach. The total cost 

inclusive of all transport and park entrance is £25. (£20 for students in receipt of Pupil Premium). 

Students should wear clothing appropriate to such activities and be prepared for all types of weather! 

They should also bring a packed lunch and plenty of water as food at the park can be expensive! It is 

estimated that students will return to school about 5pm and, as a result, students will need to make 

their own arrangements to get home. 

 

For Post 16: Free choice 

Students in Year 12 have been consulted by the Sixth Form team as to what they would like to do 

during the final week of term. As a result, on Tuesday 17th July students will have a choice to either 

support one of the Key Stage 3/4 activities as a paying student leader or to attend a walk to Hebden 

Bridge followed by a film back at school which is free of charge.  

 

 

Payment details: 

As a school we are very aware of the additional cost of school trips. As a result we have set a 

payment deadline date that we hope will spread the cost over a period of time. It is vital that 

parents do meet this deadline if students are to secure a place on the trip/activity. Having 

said this, if you do have any issues with the payment deadline please do not hesitate to phone or 

email the school Finance Office. 

 

Finally, it needs to be reiterated that participation in Activities Day is very much linked to the school’s 

rewards and sanctions policy. To be able to take part, students must have had a successful 

year in terms of the school’s expectations of attendance, effort and behaviour. 

Participation will ultimately be at the discretion of the Key Stage Leaders. Please note that 

the school is not able to refund payments made for students who withdraw from activities for reasons 

other than those supported by a doctor’s note. 

 

Next steps: 

To give your consent for your son/daughter to participate in their year group Activity Day, I would be 

most grateful if you could upload a non-refundable payment to ParentPay no later than 

Tuesday 1st May. It is with regret that failure to do this will result in your son/daughter being placed 

in ‘normal lessons’.  

 

If you have any other questions about the week please phone or e mail your son/daughter’s Key 

Stage Leader.  I hope all students will look forward to participating in these exciting opportunities. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

Chris Washington  

Assistant Headteacher 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 


