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our own words, explain how the Great Fire of London starfed.
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hat does line 12 fell you about the temperature of the fire?
.............................................................................................................. L
d and copy one simile from lines 13-16.
................................................................................................................ )
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s was molten lead" (line 18). This is an example of (circle one):

a. a simile b. a metaphor c. personification d. alliteration
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information in the poem, write down one negative and
toonooquenooofﬂnowﬁreoflondon.
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Introduction

The Great Fire of London started just after midnight on 2" September 1666 in Thomas F
on Pudding Lane. Because of overcrowding and the use of flammable building materials,
straw, the fire quickly spread throughout much of the City of London. By the time it was extinguishe
5" September, the fire had destroyed thousands of buildings and made an estimated 100,00 People |
homeless. This poem, by the Hungarian-born poet and translator George Szirtes, uses the extended
metaphor of “firebirds” to offer an original perspective on this dramatic event. As Pupils read the POem
encourage them to think about the various poetic techniques Szirtes uses to create a viyi #

arynor's ba#er,
Such as w4 and
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Answers

I. Eg The fire was started by the embers of Thomas Farynor’s oven.

E.g. It tells you that the fire was very hot, because it was making whole barrels of water boil.
“Like robins who had never sung a note”

It means that the bridge was on fire.

b. a metaphor

Negative: the fire destroyed “whole districts” of the city. Positive: the fire got rid of the plague.
c. ABAB

Any appropriate answer. E.g. Yes, because it brings the fire to life and helps you to imagine how it m, oht
have looked and sounded. For example, the idea of the fire being like birds helps you to pictyre how the
sparks flew through the air and how the flames moved from roof to roof.
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Extra Activities

* Give pupils a list of techniques that are used in the poem (e.g. personification, metaphor, simile,
onomatopoeia) and challenge them to identify at least one example of each. As a class, discuss the
effect that these techniques have on the reader.

*  Ask pupils to write their own narrative poem about a historical event that they have recently studied.
Make sure they include some key facts about the event in their poem, and encourage them to use an
extended metaphor, similar to Szirtes’s “firebirds”, to engage the reader and bring the event to life.

*  Divide the class into groups and assign each group one day from 2" to 5* September 1666. Ask each
group to find out about how the Great Fire of London developed during their day and to prepare a TV
news bulletin to present to the class. The news bulletins should describe the key events that occurred
on each day, and could also include imagined interviews with eyewitnesses.

*  Give pupils a map of the City of London and challenge them to find some of the key locations associated
with the Great Fire, such as Pudding Lane, Fish Street, London Bridge, St Paul's Cathedral and the
Monument to the Great Fire of London. Ask them to write down the grid reference for each location.
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