
LOUIS BRAILLE
(1809-1852)

Louis was born in France in 1809, in a small house incountryside, where his clad worked making 
saddleshorses. Louis loved watching him work. One day, hdown a tool and tried to copy what his dad was (loin
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Louis became blind in both eyes.

He gas sent to a school for the

blind, here he proved that he was

intelligent. but he got annoyed by

how difficult things were for him.

Louis stayed on at the school aner

graduating. becoming a professor

and working with blind children.

He «anted to improve their lives and

he minted people who didn't have

eyesight problems to stop talking
to them a.s though they were stupid

or slow.

•We do not need pity; he said. •we
must be treated as equals. And
communication is how this can be
brought about.'

From a captain of the French army,
Louis heard about something called
night writing, which soldiers used to

124

send messages 
without 

speaking 
on

the battlefield. It was a series or
dots and dashes that 

could
Louis had an idea.
Using the very same tool that 

haci
blinded him, Louis begandots in paper. He created 

thewe now call Brailie. It 
easy 

in
to 

write

easy to read and easy to use Braille is now used by blind 
all

over the world. Famous 
tnusicial)shave learned to read music 

using it
New books arc published in it. Ana
been Put on shop tills, 

museumexhibits and traffic lights, so that 
blind

people have the freedom to live their


